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Hon Liz Behjat 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Twenty-third Report — “Report on Recreational Hunting Systems” — Tabling 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [2.07 pm]: I am directed to present the twenty-third report of the 
Standing Committee on Public Administration, “Report on Recreational Hunting Systems”, which comprises 
a report of the committee and a minority report of Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson, MLC, and Hon Darren West, 
MLC.  

[See paper 2615.] 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: On 27 November 2013, the Legislative Council passed the following motion —  

That the Council —  

(a) acknowledges the use in other states of regulated, licensed recreational hunting 
systems and the potential environmental contribution made in controlling pest animals 
on public lands, together with the possible economic, cultural and recreational 
benefits to the community; and  

(b) directs that—  

(i) the Standing Committee on Public Administration inquire into the benefits or 
otherwise of a similar system being adopted in Western Australia and report 
back to the house by 4 December 2014; and  

(ii) Hon Rick Mazza be co-opted as a member to the Standing Committee on 
Public Administration for the purposes of the foregoing inquiry. 

The house subsequently agreed to extend the tabling date to 10 March 2015. During the course of the inquiry, the 
committee travelled to New South Wales and Victoria to examine the administration of recreational hunting 
systems in those states. We thank the officers in those states who shared their knowledge with the committee. 
The committee received more than 440 submissions, which shows that interest in the inquiry was very high. 
There were vigorous arguments both for and against the establishment of a recreational hunting system. The 
committee was unable to reach a unanimous view on the evidence received, and a minority report is contained in 
an appendix. The majority of committee members recommend that the government introduce a two-year trial of 
recreational hunting on public land in Western Australia, taking into consideration that the following issues 
should be addressed—native title and legislative requirements; carrying out a thorough risk management 
assessment; measuring the impact on feral animal numbers; measuring the impact on the local economy and 
tourism in nearby areas; and implementing an online booking and global positioning system following the 
New South Wales’ model. The trial should be located in two separate areas, such as a reclaimed pastoral station 
in the mining and pastoral region and a state forest in the south west land division. 

I commend the report to the house. 
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